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ATTENDANCE: 
Board Members Present Center for the Inland Bays Staff 
Rick Eakle (Chair) E.J. Chalabala 
Joanne Cabry (Vice Chair) Chris Bason 
Gordon Wood (SCAT) Sally Boswell 
Dr. Bill McGowan (Treasurer, SCD) Jenn Jones 
Nancy Cabrera-Santos (CAC) Loretta Smith 
Scott Andres (STAC) Eric Buehl 
Secretary Ed Kee (DDA) Bart Wilson 
 Roy Miller 
Board Alternates Present  
John Schneider (DNREC) Public Attendees 
 Steve Callanen (CAC) 
Board Members Absent David Baird (Sussex Cons. Dist.) 
Secretary Collin O’Mara (DNREC) Bob Batky (CAC) 
Todd Lawson (Sussex County) Doug Janiec (Cardno Entrix) 
  
EPA Representatives   
Ed Ambrogio  
Susan McDowell  
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SUMMARY OF MOTIONS 
1. Motion by Nancy Cabrera-Santos to accept the minutes of the SEP 28, 2012 

meeting of the Board of Directors as written; seconded by Joanne Cabry.  Passed 
unanimously.  

2. Motion by Ed Kee to approve the Treasurers Report; seconded by John Schnieder.  
Passed unanimously. 

3. Motion by Joanne Cabry to accept the Tiger Team Final Report; seconded by E. 
Kee.  Passed unanimously. 

4. Gordon Wood motioned to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.; seconded by Bill 
McGowan.  Passed unanimously.      
 

SUMMARY OF DIRECTIVES 
Science Coordinator directed to serve as the Chair of the Inland Bays Living Shoreline 
Subcommittee and report back to the Board with those that should and are willing to 
serve.  
 
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 
Chair Rick Eakle called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Meeting participants were 
asked to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 

Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes 

The Secretary directed attention to the minutes and requested any discussion or changes.  
She motioned to accept the minutes of the SEP 28, 2012 meeting of the Board of 
Directors as written; Joanne Cabry seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.   

Treasurer’s Report 

Bill McGowan reported the Center successfully completed its fiscal year 2012 A-133 
audit with no significant findings.  He directed the Board to the FY2013 Board Budget 
Summary and requested a motion to approve the report.  Ed Kee made the motion and 
was seconded by John Schneider.  The motion carried unanimously.      
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Chair of the CAC, Nancy Cabrera-Santos, quoted Neils Bohr, “Prediction is very 
difficult.  Especially if it is about the future.”  Nancy reported on presentations to the 
CAC by Ron Kernehan on the Inland Bays Fish Monitoring Study, Ed Kee on 
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agricultural projects, and Beth McGee from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  She 
reported the CAC will be focusing on climate change, TMDLs for creeks, a Bay Corner 
educational column in a newspaper, and the CIB Speaker’s Bureau. 
 
Scientific & Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) 
STAC Chair Scott Andres reported on presentations to the STAC by Susan Love of the 
Delaware Coastal Program on Sea Level Rise, Laruen Torres for DDA on Nutrient 
Management and CAFOs, and Mike Bott with DNREC on the shellfish survey of the 
Inland Bays.  Fifty-one people attended the last STAC meeting, many were homeowners.     
 
Strategic Planning Committee   
Chris Bason reported that the committee met on the 25th of February to align the work of 
the STAC, CAC, and CIB staff to inform annual workplan development.  The Committee 
voted unanimously to add a DNREC representative to the committee.  Major alignment 
issues included planning for beneficial reuse of dredged materials on marshes, increasing 
targeted outreach initiatives, and the Inland Bays Shoreline Initiative.   
 
Water Use Plan Implementation Committee 
C. Bason reported that WUPIC did not meet last quarter but that it will meet next quarter 
to plan the Inland Bays Clean Up and hear a presentation from the Waterway 
Management section of DNREC.   
     
Executive Committee 
The Chair directed the Board to the meeting minutes. 
 
AGENCY REPORTS: 
 
Sussex County 
No representative from Sussex County was present. 
 
Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control 
John Schnieder reported on the draft regulations on onsite wastewater treatment and 
disposal.  The public hearing officer is continuing to review the comments from the 
November hearing.   Another public workshop is planned for the May to June time frame, 
after which a final regulation will be proposed and another public hearing held.  Major 
issues include the inspection of septic systems and pump out at sale, requirements to 
replace septics with high nitrogen removal septics within 1000 feet of the Chesapeake, 
and tightening performance standards on land applied waste.  A discussion on cesspools 
and septics followed.   S. Andres reported that DE Geologic Survey reports on rapid 
infiltration basin performance are now being published and are relevant to the regulation.  
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He reported that based on the findings in the reports, performance standards for Delaware 
should be more stringent than national standards. 
 
Delaware Department of Agriculture  
Ed Kee reported on an initiative to update the EPA’s Chesapeake Bay model with new 
information on the quantity of poultry manure produced in the Chesapeake Watershed 
and its nutrient content.  The EPA is close to accepting the reports from this initiative.  
Ed reported that there is some evidence that nitrogen and phosphorus concentrations of 
groundwater in some areas of Delaware are getting lower.  He stressed that more data 
needs to be collected to understand this long term problem and its solution.  John 
Schneider commented on the multi-sector progress in reducing nutrient loads from 
agriculture, to wastewater disposal, to storm water.     
        
Sussex Conservation District  
B. McGowan passed along congratulatory comments from former Executive Director Ed 
Lewandowski on C. Bason’s presentation of the aquaculture initiative to the House Small 
Business Council. 
 
David Baird provided the report.  (See attached report)  
 
Sussex County Association of Towns 
G. Wood reported on C. Bason’s aquaculture presentation to the Sussex County 
Association of Towns.   
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Ed Ambrogio reported that the fiscal year 2013 federal budget was passed.  One hundred 
and thirty six million dollars will be cut from the EPA including $17 million from the 
State Clean Water Act Revolving Fund.  This is on top of the 5% sequester reduction.  
EPA employees are receiving 13 furlough days.  Sue McDowell reported that 
sequestration does not affect current year grant funds.  A CIB Regional Applied Research 
Effort Grant application to EPA on shellfish biofilters has passed the first review.       
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General Assembly Updates 
House 
J. Cabry reported the House was only in session for about 15 days without action 
impacting the CIB. 
 
Senate 
R. Eakle directed the Board to a letter from the President Pro-Tem of the Senate 
appointing R. Eakle to the Board.  He also reported on an email sent about 
changes to code related to the governor’s appointment of CIB board members 
from staff in the Governor’s office.  Changes to the code were drafted in response 
and circulated.  However, a letter from the Pro-Tem later indicated that the 
Governor’s Office had overstepped their bounds in regards and the changes were 
not needed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

CIB Bylaws Review Re:FOIA 
R. Eakle directed the Board to proposed changes to the CIB by-laws in regards to FOIA 
drafted by the Center’s attorney.  The Executive Committee recommended that the Board 
review the proposed changes and act at the next meeting.  G. Wood asked if the attorney 
reviewed the by-laws in regards to State FOIA and R. Eakle confirmed.     

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Presentation of Hard Clam Aquaculture Disease and Genetics Literature Review 
C. Bason introduced Doug Janiec of Cardno Entrix who developed the literature review 
in contract with CIB.  D. Janiec presented that no evidence of disease transfer from 
farmed hard clams to wild hard clam populations were found.  Any genetic transfer from 
farmed clams to wild clams can be minimized by using native hard clam stock for 
farming.  R. Eakle indicated that the Tiger Team has seen this study and it will be a part 
of the Tiger Team deliverables.      
 
Presentation of Outputs and Outcomes of Shellfish Aquaculture Tiger Team 
C. Bason reviewed the Tiger Team Final Report included in the Board Packet.  He 
reported that changes to Title 3 were not yet included in the packet being considered due 
to a last minute question to be resolved, but that once resolved, this draft code would be 
included in the packet presented by the initiative’s Leadership Team to a legislative 
sponsor.  Roy confirmed that the 10:1 differential in fees for out-of-state residents versus 
in-state residents found in the aquaculture code was inherent in Delaware Code on 
fisheries.  Upon a question from J. Cabry, C. Bason confirmed that the Team agreed that 
hard clam aquaculture should be allowed in all three bays but that DNREC desired it to 
be limited to Little Assawoman Bay. 
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Joanne Cabry motioned to accept the Tiger Team Final Report; seconded by E. Kee.  
Passed unanimously. 
 
R. Eakle acknowledged all of the support and effort of Tiger Team participants and E.J. 
Chalabala’s leadership.          
 
Inland Bays Shoreline Initiative 
C. Bason suggested that the Center convene a Living Shorelines Subcommittee to 
implement Action H of the Managing Living Resources and their Habitat Focus Area of 
the CCMP Addendum to develop a living shoreline initiative to maximize the amount of 
natural Bay shorelines. 
 
After requesting any concerns and hearing none, R. Eakle appointed an Inland Bays 
Living Shoreline subcommittee.  G. Wood asked whether the Center had investigated the 
need for impacts from dredging on shorelines.  R. Eakle questioned whether G. Wood 
would like to see the concern added to the sub-actions of the subcommittee and G. Wood 
confirmed this.  Ed Ambrogio suggested that policy changes be considered at a state 
level.  R. Eakle appointed Bart Wilson as the Chair and tasked him with responding with 
who should and would like to serve on the sub-committee.     
 
Burton Island Bioaccumulation Draft Report 
Bart Wilson presented on the draft report.  The report found higher levels in selenium in 
mussels around the island than in mussels near pepper creek.  The draft report will 
undergo review shortly.  N. Cabrera-Santos asked whether this data would be 
extrapolated to human populations.  B. Wilson replied that DNREC reviewed this 
concern in their report.  Steve Callanen asked if this report would be submitted to the 
public hearing record for the remedial action plan that was extended upon request from 
the CIB and Bart Wilson replied that that was the goal and that the report would be 
submitted in draft form.   
 
Executive Director Report 
C. Bason reported that the CIB has submitted its program evaluation package to the EPA.  
He directed the Board’s attention to the National Aquarium Partnership Project Eco-
house display and described the successful completion of this project.  One exhibit stays 
with the CIB and the Maryland Coastal Bays Program another stays with the National 
Aquarium.    
 

OPEN FORUM 
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Steve Callanen handed out data from the USGS showing tidal levels at Burton’s Island.  
R. Eakle reminded the attendees that items under open forum need to be submitted in 
advance of the meeting.     

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Gordon Wood motioned to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.; seconded by Bill 
McGowan.  Passed unanimously.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nancy Cabrera-Santos, Secretary –  
 
NC/cwb 
 
Approved by NC, May 31, 2013 


