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Go Native and Become a Bay-Friendly Gardener
By Eric Buehl
Habitat Coordinator

Over the next several months, you are
going to see a lot of activity from Center
staff revolving around native plants.  

To kick things off, the Center’s new Ed-
ucation and Outreach Coordinator, Sally
Boswell, is arranging our first native plant
sale at the James Farm Ecological Preserve
on Saturday, May 14.
To keep the native plant
momentum going, we
want all our loyal In-
land Bays Journal read-
ers to consider replac-
ing some of the non-na-
tive plants in their
lawns and gardens with
desirable native plants.

Native plants offer a
variety of advantages over non-native
plants.  First and foremost, they are adapt-
ed to local conditions.  No need to consult
a Hardiness Zone chart to see if your na-
tive plant can handle winter’s icy blast.
Native plants have had tens of thousands
of years to adjust to Delmarva’s finicky
climate; a warm, wet winter one year, an
icy deep freeze the next; summer droughts
with temperatures in the triple digits; and
humidity that would make a steam sauna
envious.  The next time your on your
hands and knees in your garden sweating
in the summer sun while nursing your ex-
otic flowers and shrubs through a drought,
think about how you could be spending

that time sitting on the front porch admir-
ing the shape and color of your native
plants while sipping a cool glass of ice tea.

Another advantage of native plants over

non-native plants is their support of native
animals, especially insects.  As the Univer-
sity of Delaware’s Dr. Tallamy points out
in his article “Do Alien Plants Reduce In-

sect Biomass?” (see delawareinvasives.
org/meet_announce.htm), many native
plants and animals have developed symbi-
otic relationships, that is, one or both de-
pend upon each other for food, shelter, re-
production (pollination), etc.  

Probably the best-known example is the
relationship between the Monarch Butter-
fly and Milkweed.  The Monarch Butter-
fly’s primary and preferred host plant is
several species of Milkweed.  As a cater-
pillar, the Monarch eats the leaves, which
in turn gives the adult butterfly an unpleas-
ant taste to birds that want to eat it.
Monarch larva also use Milkweed plants to
attach its chrysalis until it emerges as the
stately Monarch Butterfly.  

Native plants are also better suited to
thrive in our local soils, they aid in nutrient
cycling in local ecosystems, they are re-
sistant to many diseases that can afflict
non-native plants, and have developed de-
fenses to various types of insects.  

If you want information about ornamen-
tal plants in the Mid-Atlantic region that
are invading natural areas, visit the website
nps.gov/plants/alien/pubs/midatlantic/in-
dex.htm for more details and other native
plant alternatives to consider in and around
your garden.  

The Delaware Native Plant Society also
has a wonderful booklet titled “Delaware
Native Plants for Landscaping and
Restoration” published in 2002.  You can
visit their website at delawarenativeplants.
org or write them at DNPS, P.O. Box 369,
Dover, DE 19903.

The next time you are surfing the web, stop by and visit the new Delaware Inva-
sive Species Council (DISC) website.  It’s easy to find, just type in delawareinva-
sives.org and be sure to bookmark it for future reference.  Although some sections of
the site are still “under construction,” visit regularly to look at invasive images and
use the links to other sites if you are in search of reference material.

Invasive Species on the Web
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By Jim Alderman
Restoration Coordinator

It seems as though there is always some-
thing happening or something new at the
Farm and this quarter has been no excep-
tion.

First, our thanks to Eagle Scout candi-
date Mike Holdride
who built racks for stor-
ing our Taylor floats
and other “oyster gear”
for our oyster reef pro-
gram.  His work
brought order to the
chaos of managing that
equipment.

And thanks to the
work of Wildlife Man-
ager, E.J. Chalabala, a
freshwater wetland area has been created
adjacent to the intersection of two of our

trails. This should be a good spot to see
deer, ducks, reptiles and amphibians.  E.J.
added stumps and a dead tree “crag” to
give variety and a head start to this “creat-
ed” habitat.   

If you come for a visit you’ll see that
work is also underway on an observation
blind for viewing wildlife at the wetland
area. This will be a great “teaching area”
for our education program at James Farm.
Good job E.J.

Attention Birders! 
Birders should pack up their binoculars

and bird guides and head down to the
Farm for the spring migration.  It’s a good
place to observe some our migrating war-
blers as they pass through in April and
May.  

And bluebirds are in residence in blue-
bird boxes erected on the Farm.   Eric
Buehl made a wood duck box and we’ve

already seen some “woodys” checking out
the area around the new freshwater wet-
land.

Pasture Point
We have formed a partnership with the

University of Maryland Eastern Shore and
Wayfarer Nursery to do bottom profiling
and eel grass planting in the Pasture Point
Cove area. 

We planted several thousand bare-root
plants, did some direct seeding, and placed
some plants in coca mats and staked them
on the bottom of the Bay.   

We look forward to the possibility of
taking this partnership to the Little As-
sawoman Bay for a similar project.

The Pasture Point Restoration proposal
to restore Pasture Point to its 1936 size and
configuration continues to hit snags.  Re-
cently, there was a meeting at DNREC and
there is still controversy as to whether we

should stabilize or restore Pasture Point.

Oyster Reef
The oyster reef is alive and well. John

Ewart and E.J. have been monitoring the
growth and survival of spat placed on the
reef in the past two years.  Ewart reported
that the Oyster Gardening program is real-
ly paying off on the reef.  

The oyster gardeners’ oysters are much
further along in their development then
those that were placed directly on the reef
from the hatchery.  Thanks to all those
who took part in the oyster gardening pro-
gram.  The oyster gardeners’ Taylor floats
and spat have been collected from last sea-
son and are ready to be measured and
recorded before being placed on the reef
this year.  With the addition of the latest
spat to the reef, this will give us three gen-
erations of oysters, each with its separate
area on the reef.
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What’s Up at the James Farm Ecological Preserve?

Native Alternatives to Popular Garden Plants
Non-native – Winged Burning Bush (Euonymus alata)
Native Alternatives – Red Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifalia); Highbush Blueberry

(Vaccinium corymbosum); Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum); and Virginia Wil-
low/Sweetspier (Itea virginica).

Non-native – Butterfly Bush (Buddleja species)
Native Alternatives – Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa); Sweet Pepperbush

(Clethra alnifolia); Virginia Willow/Sweetspire (Itea virginica); and New York Iron-
weed (Vernonia noveboracensis).

Non-native – Bradford Pear (Pyrus calleryana ‘Bradford’)
Native Alternatives – Smooth Blackhaw (Virburnum prunifolium); Oblong-leaf

Serviceberry (Amelanchier Canadensis); Downy Serviceberry (Amelanchier ar-
borea); and Southern Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum).

Non-native – Periwinkle (Vinca minor)
Native Alternatives – Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia); Wild Ginger

(Asarum canadense); Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina); and Evergreen Wood Fern
(Dryopteris intermedia).

Non-native – Japanese Spiraea (Spiraea japonica)
Native Alternatives - Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia); Virginia

Willow/Sweetspire (Itea virginica); Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum); and Pink
Azalea (Rhododendren periclymenoides).

Non-native – Chinese and Japanese Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis and floribunda)
Native Alternatives – Trumpet Creeper (Capsis radicans) and Trumpet Honey-

suckle (Lonicera sempervirens).
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At left, New York Ironweed - Vernonia novebora-

censis Asteraceae - Aster family.  Above, Butterfly
Milkweed - Asclepias tuberosa ssp. tuberosa 
Asclepiadaceae - Milkweed family.  At right, Pink
Azalea - Rhododendron periclymenoides (Rhodo-
dendron nudiflorum) Ericaceae - Heath family.


