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First Native Plant Sale May 14
The Center for the Inland Bays is holding its first

Native Plant Sale, Saturday, May 14 from 9 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. at the James Farm Ecological Preserve on
Cedar Neck Road in Ocean View, Delaware.

“We are excited to be able to offer residents of the
Inland Bays watershed the opportunity to learn
about and purchase native plants for their gardens,”
said Ed Lewandowski, Executive Director, “This is
a win-win  for gardeners and the watershed.  Native
plants help to preserve and restore the natural
ecosystems.  Properly placed, they require less care,
less water, less fertilizer, and less pesticides and,
therefore, will contribute to the health of our Inland
Bays.”

Native trees, shrubs, perennials and grasses adapt-
ed to forest and woodland habitats, freshwater wet-
land areas, coastal dune environments and salt
marsh ecosystems, all found in our Inland Bays wa-
tershed, will be for sale at the event.

Visitors will be invited to go on a native plant
walk on the trails of James Farm led by a Master
Gardener during the event.

For people wanting to learn more about landscap-
ing with native plants, there will be lots of expert
advice on hand. 

The Delaware Native Plant Society will answer
questions about selecting plants for different grow-
ing situations.  

The Delaware Nature Society will be there to talk

to homeowners and gardeners about certifying their
property in the “Backyard Habitat Program.”

The Delaware Invasive Species Council will pro-
vide information on the effect of invasive species on
our fragile watershed ecosystems and offer sugges-
tions for alternatives to frequently planted non-na-
tive, invasive plants.

The Master Gardeners will participate in the
event, offering advice on soil testing and informa-
tion on Plants for a Livable Delaware and local
nurseries who participate in the program and sell na-
tive plants.  For more information call 645-7325.

Directions to the James Farm

From the North: Follow Route 1 south over
Indian River Inlet to the first traffic light – turn
right on Fred Hudson Road; continue to the next
light (Cedar Neck Road) and turn right; contin-
ue north (about 1.5 miles) until you come to the
parking area and sign on the left.

From the South: Follow Route 1 North out
of Bethany to the first traffic light and turn left
on Fred Hudson Road; continue to the next
light (Cedar Neck Road) and turn right; contin-
ue north (about 1.5 miles) until you come to the
parking area and sign on the left.
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By Eric Buehl
Habitat Coordinator

One of the sure signs that Spring has fi-
nally arrived is a deafening sound emanat-
ing from small ponds, wet woods, and wet-
land areas.  The sound that most of us are
hearing is an age-old ritual that heralds the
arrival of the breeding season for two of
Delmarva’s 17 species of frogs and toads.  

The two main culprits you are most like-
ly hearing on warm evenings this time of

year are the New Jersey Chorus Frog
(Pseudacris feriarum kalmi) and the
Northern Spring Peeper (Pseudacris cru-
cifer crucifer).  It’s hard to believe that
these two tiny amphibians can make so
much noise, even though they are less than
two inches long when fully grown!  Any-
one who’s ever been in a flooded woods or
Delmarva Bay can attest to how loud the
sound can be.  In fact, for many people
who study these and other frogs, they actu-
ally use their calls to identify both the
species and to estimate their numbers.

Once you get a feel for it, it’s not too dif-
ficult to tell the difference between the
Chorus Frog and the Spring Peeper.  The
easiest way to describe the sound of the
Chorus Frog is that of someone dragging
their thumb up the teeth of a large plastic
comb.  

As for identifying the call of the Spring
Peeper, their name says it all.  If you’ve
ever heard a small bird or baby chicken
make a peeping noise, that’s pretty close to
the sound the Spring Peeper makes.  For
the more adventurous web-surfers, the
University of Michigan has a website that
has calls from several frogs and toads
found in our area.  

Go to animaldiversity.ummz.umich
.edu/site/topics/frogcalls.htm and click on
the one you want to hear.

On one side of the food chain, frogs aid
in the control of some types of insects and
spiders; and on the other side of the food
chain, they serve as a food source for birds,
mammals, and other amphibians and rep-
tiles.  Loss of habitat is a major concern to
the survival of these species, so it is impor-
tant that we identify and protect vital
breeding habitat, many of which are only
wet during the winter and spring.

For more information about frogs you
might find around your home, I recom-
mend you get a copy of Jim and Amy
White’s book, Amphibians and Reptiles of
Delmarva, published by Tidewater Press in
association with the Delaware Nature Soci-
ety (delawarenaturesociety.org) in 2002.
You can also learn more by visiting the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation’s online field
guide at enature.com.  For information and
activities related to wildlife at the local
level, visit Delmarva Low Impact Tourism
Experiences’ (DLITE) website at delmar-
valite.org for events happening soon, such
as the Herp Search and Birding Weekend.
Another good resource is the Center for

North American Herpetology at cnah.org)
which offers a variety of information and
links to other websites.

So now that you have a pretty good idea
of who’s making all that noise and what
they sound like, head out one evening and
listen.  

I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised
that you can distinguish two different
species of frogs just by their sound.  Now
get out there and wow your family and im-
press your neighbors!

What’s All the Noise About? - Songs of Spring
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Pictured left, Spicebush -
Lindera benzoin var. benzoin
Lauraceae - Sassafras family;
at right, Virginia Sea-shore
Mallow - Kosteletzkya virgini-
ca Malvaceae - Mallow fami-
ly; and top right, Seaside
Goldenrod - Solidago semper-
virens var. sempervirens 
Asteraceae - Aster family.


