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What’s Inside

“The Little Bays on the Leeward Side. . . “

Former Governor Peterson Urges Bold Action
Governor Peterson said, “Figure out

what needs to be done to preserve and pro-
tect the Inland Bays, then, be bold, and do
it. Put everything on the line to achieve
that goal.”  Then he smiles.  He knows
from personal experience how hard that is,
and knows the power of the interests that
will test the will of those who try.

As a research chemist and executive at
DuPont, and as governor of Delaware, he
had the power to make decisions that could
change lives.  As an executive, he demon-
strated by his actions an ability to recog-
nize injustice in the employment and op-
portunity for minority workers, and discern
the right and just course of action in re-
sponse.

As Governor, he envisioned the future of
Delaware and the value of its natural beau-
ty and resources and took a bold stand with
unprecedented success in passing the
Delaware Coastal Zone Act in 1971.

Many new residents of the Inland Bays
watershed will not know the name Russell
Peterson, or know how he influenced the
landscape of Delaware.  But cross the line

into Delaware at Fenwick Island and drive
north and you will see his legacy in the
beaches and tidal marshes from Delaware
Seashore State Park to north of Bombay
Hook.

Many Delawareans’ today are not famil-
iar with the Coastal Zone Act, yet it was
one of the most extraordinary pieces of
legislation ever passed anywhere to protect
natural resources, and when it passed, it re-
ceived international attention and com-
mendation.  

The state of Delaware under the leader-
ship of the new governor, Russell Peterson,
had prevailed to protect its pristine
Delaware Bay coastline of sandy beaches,
tidal rivers and salt marshes from a plan
that would open the fragile shoreline to
heavy industrialization and offshore bulk
product transfer facilities. The Act was in-
tended to protect the natural environment
of the coastal areas and safeguard their use
primarily for recreation and tourism.

In describing his plan he told the legisla-
ture, “I would be pushing for passage of a
Coastal Zone Act prohibiting all new de-

velopment of heavy industry in the coastal
zone that the task force had delineated as
roughly two miles wide and 115 miles
long, covering the shores of Delaware Bay,
the Atlantic coast, and the little bays on the
leeward side of Delaware’s barrier islands
in the south.”

When he took office, he met with the
governor’s goals committee and laid out
his two objectives as governor.  The first
had to do with reforming the structure of
Delaware state government, the second
was to present to the people of Delaware
their choices for the coastal zone of
Delaware Bay which was threatened with
heavy industrialization.  

In his view those choices were 1) keep
the Delaware Bay coast as it was, or 2) al-
low the plans to go forward and create one
of the biggest industrial coastline complex-
es in the country.  He called for a moratori-
um on all new industrial development in
Delaware coastal areas until the people of
Delaware had all the facts and could de-
cide for themselves.

First Inland Bays Cleanup 
Nets Big Haul of Trash

The first Inland Bays Cleanup was held
Saturday, May 21 on a perfect blue sky
summer day.  Organized by the Water Use
Plan Implementation Committee of the DE
Center for the Inland Bays the event was
supported by businesses and organizations
throughout the watershed.

Seventy-five volunteers from Indian
River High School Environmental Science
Club, Cape Henlopen High School ROTC,
Sussex Central High School, the Depart-
ment of Corrections (DOC),  the Dover Air
Force Base (Environmental Section) and
local citizens participated in the work.

Led by volunteer boat captains Bob

Burke, Pete Roskowski, Herb Miller,
Agent Troy Trimmer, Agent Mike Terrano-
va, Richard Hahn, Pat Wright, Bill Zolper
and Jim Alderman,  the clean up crews
filled dumpsters with the usual, balloons,
bottles, cans, shot gun shells and fishing
line, and the unusual, ladders, bedspring,
curling iron and coconuts.

Bags, bottles and cans predominated in
the haul, all recyclable, suggesting that re-
newed effort should be made to encourage
residents to recycle and remove these
items from the landfills and the Inland
Bays. The event was sponsored by
Dewey Beach Lions Club, Envirotech En-

“Each of us can make a difference.  We
need not wait for others.  Each of us has
the high authority to act; to recognize the
wondrous uniqueness of life on Earth, and
to dedicate ourselves to passing it on in
good health to future generations.”

- Former Delaware Governor 
Russell Peterson Continued on page 3

Trib Team Volunteers Honored
In a ceremony to recognize and honor

the work of the Inland Bays Tributary Ac-
tion Team, Secretary John Hughes
(DNREC) commended the team members
for their seven years of quiet labor.  He
said, “Constancy is what it takes to get a
job done, and you have demonstrated that
in this important work.”

On May 19, sixteen Tributary Action
Team members rose to be recognized for
their service before the assembled group of
EPA staffers and States’ resource managers
who gathered in Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware for the EPA Region III States
Meeting. 

The Inland Bays team is comprised of
citizens from all parts of the watershed
representing various constituencies includ-
ing industry, agriculture, municipalities,
golf courses and homeowners.  Members
recognized included Jim Elliott, Buzz
Henifin, Lloyd Hughes, Ron and Marion
Ray, Til Purnell, Marilyn O’Neil, Jim O’-
Donnell, Vicky Mertes, Dave Rickards,
Joe DeMul, Peggy Baunchalk, Joe Farrell,
Lyle Jones, John Schneider, Kathy Bunting
Howarth, Ed Lewandowski, and 2004
“Friend of the Bays” award-winner, Bobby
Collins.

Continued on page 2

Volunteers gathered onboard for
the first Inland Bays Cleanup.

vironmental Consulting, NKS Distributors,
Sussex Landscaping, Shorts Marine, Full
Tilt Marine, Blue Hen Disposal, Towboat
US, Waste Management of Delmarva,
Bob’s Marine, Hocker’s Supercenter, Pepsi
of Delmarva, the Center for the Inland
Bays, the Division of Fish and Wildlife,
Senator George Bunting, D-Bethany
Beach, Gerald Hocker, R-Ocean View,
Representative John Atkins, R-Millsboro.

Pollution
Control Plan
is Delayed

The proposed Inland Bays Pollution
Control Strategies designed to achieve the
required nutrient load reductions or Total
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) have
been put “on hold” until 2006.

Following more than seven years of de-
velopment, which included seven public
forums and a subsequent series of six pub-
lic workshops conducted throughout the
watershed by DNREC and the Inland Bays
Tributary Action Team, the promulgation
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