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Hundreds Turn Out for Native Plant Sale

Peterson
Continued from page 1

Delaware citizens were informed of their
options and decided that they wanted to
keep the way of life they had on the
Delaware Bay coast and they told their
legislators.  The Delaware Coastal Zone
Act passed by one vote in each house on
June 28, 1971.  That legislation continues
to be challenged by interests wishing to
use the Delaware coastline for industrial
purposes, but it was well-crafted legisla-
tion and it was supported by the people of
Delaware and, so far, it has prevailed.  For-
mer Governor Peterson still keeps a watch-
ful eye over it.

His ties are many to the Inland Bays.
While governor, he lived on St. Lawrence
Avenue in Rehoboth Beach.  An avid bird-
er, and former president of the National

Audubon Society following his governor-
ship, he recalls many birding trips to Bom-
bay Hook, Prime Hook, Cape Henlopen
and on down the coast to the Little As-
sawoman Bay.  

He remembers standing on the observa-
tion overlook at Little Assawoman Bay
and looking south toward the intense de-
velopment in Ocean City, Maryland that
stopped abruptly at the Delaware line. In
later years, he returned to that spot to find
that development in coastal Sussex County
had changed that view.

Reflecting back now, he said, “I wish
that we could have anticipated the devel-
opment pressures now experienced in Sus-
sex County and done something then to
protect the land and water in the Inland
Bays watershed for future generations.”
But, he went on, “We had our hands full.
If we had tried to do more, we would have
lost it all.”

As Honorary Chair of the capital cam-
paign to raise funds for the new Center for
the Inland Bays on Indian River Bay, he
has been invited to visit in September to
tour the Inland Bays by boat and visit the
new Center under construction.

He accepted the invitation, and as the
conversation turned to the current stresses
on the Inland Bays watershed, he reflected
on those politically contentious days when
the Coastal Zone Act was being debated.
“It took leadership,” he said.  “It took peo-
ple being willing to get involved.” 

“Back then,” he said, “an organization
was founded called Delawareans for Or-
derly Development.  If the Inland Bays
watershed is to be preserved for future
generations there must be leaders willing
to take a stand, define what needs to hap-
pen and maximize the number of people
who understand and believe in the work to
be done.” 

“It was the citizens who got the Coastal
Zone Act passed.  It will be citizens who
will protect, restore and preserve the In-
land Bays watershed against those whose
interests compromise it.”  

In his book, “Rebel with a Conscience,”
he said:

“In Delaware, the people said “no” to
business-as-usual along their precious
coast and bays, and reaffirmed the impor-
tance of wildness and beauty and natural
diversity to future generations as well as
their own.  This was a reaffirmation of val-
ues other than economic - yet the economy
could only benefit from such a decision.
By choosing to preserve the coast for
plants and wildlife as well as for people,
Delawareans had also chosen to maintain
a way of life that made Delaware a desir-
able place to live and do business.”

He said, “We must push naysayers aside
and get on with the job.”

Gardeners started arriving before 9 a.m.
and kept on coming until 1 p.m. to get
their pick of the plants at the first Garden-
ing for the Bays Native Plant Sale held at
James Farm on May 14.  

As cars searched for parking in the field
across the road, others were pulling up
along the fence in the plant pick-up area to
load their purchases into their cars.  Over
400 hundred people in all came, and most
went home with plants.

The day dawned cloudy and calm, a big
relief to staffers who spent the afternoon
on Friday putting up the big white tent
loaned for the event by the Town of Fen-
wick Island.  It got warmer and sunnier as
the morning passed.

Local nursery, Lord’s Landscaping,
brought a big wood wagon the night before
and arrived early in the morning with two
truckloads of native plants to set up their
wares on and around it.

Coastal Natives from Mauricetown, N.J.
which specializes in dune grasses, shrubs,
small trees, and herbaceous plants, and En-
vironmental Concern from St. Michaels,
Maryland, renowned for their wetland and
woodland native plants, each arrived with
hundreds of plants native to our coastal

habitats and were met by enthusiastic gar-
deners.

The event was months in the making and
its success was owed to the generous ad-
vice and participation of many people and
organizations interested in providing edu-
cation and native plants to people in our
watershed for the good of the Bays.

The Delaware Native Plant Society, the
Delaware Nature Society, and the
Delaware Invasive Species Council all
were generous with their help, and were
on-hand at the event to answer questions
and talk with gardeners interested in learn-
ing more about native plant gardening.  

The Sussex County Extension office
brought soil testing kits and the Livable
Delaware program brought brochures and
information on all aspects of gardening
with natives.  The Master Gardeners led
native plant walks around the trails of
James Farm throughout the day. 

The question of the day, “Can you have
another plant sale in the fall?”  

No, but next spring, leave some space in
your garden for bayberry, beach plum,
shadbush, and blueberries from the 2nd
Annual Gardening for the Bays Native
Plant Sale.

James Farm Education instructor
Pat Drizd volunteered to welcome at-
tendees to the native plant sale.

Coastal Natives Nursery from Mau-
ricetown N.J., Environmental Con-
cern from St. Michaels, Md. and a lo-
cal business, Lord’s Landscaping
from Ocean View, offered buyers a
wide selection of native plants for
sale.

Gov. Minner Takes to the Bay for Annual ‘Sneaker Index’
Governor Minner donned a pair of white sneakers

and waded into Rehoboth Bay for the 5th Annual
Governor’s Wade-In event on Saturday, June 18 at
11 a.m. at Towers Road Beach (bayside) in Delaware
Seashore State Park.

She was trailed by dignitaries and local residents
who followed her in to the Bay to witness the results
of this year’s “Sneaker Index,” a low tech method
for determining the water clarity or turbidity of the
Bay.

An 1/8 mile out into the Bay, the Governor finally
lost sight of her shoes at a depth of 48”, a 4” im-
provement in water clarity over last year.  The tur-
bidity is variable due to tidal conditions, recent rain-
fall and wind, so validity of the results comes from
the interpretation of trends rather than single com-
parisons from one year to the next.

It was Bernie Fowler, a Maryland State Senator
who first coined the name “Sneaker Index” in the
mid-1980’s when he observed that water clarity had
decreased over the years in the Patuxent River where
he had grown up.  He began to measure how deep he
could wade into the water and still see his sneakers.
The Center for the Inland Bays STAC adopted the
Sneaker Index as an official environmental indicator
for Delaware’s Inland Bays. Governor Ruth Ann Minner, center, loses sight of her shoes after a long walk out into Rehoboth Bay.


