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DELAWARE CENTER FOR THE INLAND BAYS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Delaware Center for the Inland Bays Office 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

 
March 14, 2008

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Board Members Present Center for the Inland Bays Staff 
Rick Eakle (Chair) Ed Lewandowski, Executive Director 
Pat Campbell-White (Vice-chair) Jim Alderman 
Dr. Bill McGowan (Treasurer) Sally Boswell 
Carol Bason, CAC (Acting Secretary) Eric Buehl 
Dr. Sergio Huerta, STAC E.J. Chalabala 
Secretary John Hughes Jenn Jones 
Dell Tush, SCAT Loretta Smith 

Board Members Absent Public Audience 
Dave Baker, County Administrator Jerry Esposito, Tidewater Utilities, Inc. 
Secretary Michael Scuse Ed Jestice, Delaware Farm Bureau 
Ron Wuslich, CAC Chair D.C. Kuhns, Blue Water Development 

Board Alternates Present Molly Murray 
Dr. Kathy Bunting-Howarth, DNREC Dr. Kent Price 
Mike Izzo, County Engineer Paul Sample 

EPA Representatives (Ex-officio) Michael Short 
Ed Ambrogio  
Suzanne Hall  
 
Summary of Motions 
1. Motion to accept the minutes by Bason; seconded by Campbell-White; passed unanimously. 
2. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report by McGowan; seconded by Campbell-White; passed 

unanimously. 
3. Motion to adjourn the meeting by Campbell-White; seconded by McGowan; passed unanimously. 
 
Action Items Assigned by the Chair 
For the Executive Director and staff; prior to the Organizational Strategic Planning Retreat, that the 
Executive Director conduct a “needs assessment” for staffing based on and related to job descriptions; 
the assessment is to include a review of salary levels commensurate with duties and responsibilities. 
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MINUTES: 
Call to Order/Welcome 
Chairman Rick Eakle called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  
Meeting participants were asked to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ed Lewandowski introduced 
the Center’s new Development Coordinator, Jenn Jones.  Rick Eakle introduced Dell Tush, Mayor of 
Dewey Beach and the new Sussex County Association of Towns (SCAT) representative to the Board, who 
will be replacing Jim Elliott on the Board.  It was noted that the Center had received the results of its 
annual audit since the last Board meeting and that there were no findings to report. 
 
Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes 
Carol Bason, CAC Vice-Chair, gave the Secretary’s Report.  Being no corrections, Carol Bason moved to 
accept the December 2007 Board meeting minutes as presented.  Pat Campbell-White seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dr. Bill McGowan gave the Treasurer’s report.  Being no questions, Bill McGowan moved to accept the 
Treasurer’s report as presented.  Pat Campbell-White seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
CAC Update 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC):  Carol Bason gave the CAC report.  She pointed out that three 
editorials from CAC officers had been run in local papers about the need for changes to the County’s 
land use plan.  She also provided an update about the March 11 CAC meeting in which they compared 
the CAC’s recommendations to the County’s suggested changes to the comprehensive land use plan.  
She informed those present about upcoming County meetings on the comprehensive land use plan, that 
Val Cloutier has stepped down as CAC Secretary/Treasurer, and that the CAC Outreach Committee has 
been organized and plans to meet on March 18. 
 
STAC Update 
Scientific & Technical Advisory Committee (STAC):  Dr. Sergio Huerta gave the STAC report.  He gave an 
update on presentations given at the February 8 STAC meeting that focused on a build-out analysis of 
the County and coastal Delmarva as well as a presentation on recent algal cyst research.  He also 
reported that the buffer subcommittee met to complete its peer review and that its recommendation is 
the same as last year. 
 
Board Updates  
Sussex County:  Mike Izzo stated that he had nothing to report on behalf of the County. 
 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC):  Secretary John Hughes 
gave the DNREC report.  He reported that he felt that the latest version of the County’s comprehensive 
land use plan is vastly improved over previous versions.  He introduced the concept of “Super Green” 
and how he envisioned a process whereby developers would receive enhanced incentives to implement 
a variety of environmental practices such as larger buffers, solar power, and wind energy.  The 
incentives might include faster agency review and approval process and wondered if other land use 
incentives could be added.  He reported that they were still conducting a comprehensive review of the 
NRG facility and that he hopes to move the Pollution Control Strategy into the regulatory development 
process following additional meetings with the Coalition, Farm Bureau, and the Center. 
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Sussex Conservation District (SCD):  Bill McGowan gave the Sussex Conservation District report.  He 
reported on recent cost-share activities within the watershed including 8,770 acres of cover crops.  He 
provided an update on stormwater management activities that included 58 plans were under review 
(totaling 1,706 acres) and that 25 plans were approved (totaling 255.08 acres).  He also thanked the 
Center for its support at the recent Joint Sunset Committee hearing in Lewes. 
 
Sussex County Association of Towns (SCAT):  Dell Tush stated that she had nothing to report on behalf of 
SCAT. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):  Ed Ambrogio gave the EPA report.  He reminded those present 
that the Center will be evaluated next spring using the new program guidance that had been presented 
by Theresa Trainor at the December Board meeting.  The goal of the new guidance is to make the 
program evaluations more objective and useful to each program.  There was a brief discussion about 
upcoming strategic planning sessions for both the staff and Board and the value of a “needs 
assessment” so the Board would have a better understanding of the Center’s overall staffing needs.  Pat 
Campbell-White requested, with Board concurrence, that both the Executive Director and staff, prior to 
the Board of Directors’ Strategic Planning Retreat, do a “needs assessment” based on and related to 
their job descriptions.  Ed informed everyone about the regional EPA meeting in Rehoboth Beach in May 
and went on to describe the Delaware Estuary Program’s involvement in the Healthy Waters Initiative.  
He also said that Tianna Blunt is the new Region III Nonpoint Source Program contact and that EPA 
Headquarters has entered into an MOU with Howard University regarding internships. 
 
Suzanne Hall reported that EPA has received its approved budget for the coming year and that each 
program will be receiving slightly less than $600,000 due to a rescission.  She updated everyone about 
the RARE grant proposals under consideration as well as the deadline for the “Climate Ready Estuaries” 
RFP due on March 28.  She reminded everyone that the Delaware Estuary Program will be hosting a 
climate change conference in Philadelphia in May. 
 
New Business 
“Financing Opportunities to Support Septic System Management in the Inland Bays” presentation by Dr. 
Kathy Bunting-Howarth, Acting Director, DNREC Division of Water Resources.  The presentation outlined 
a variety of financing options developed by the Environmental Finance Center at the University of 
Maryland and from several meetings with stakeholders.  Following her presentation, there was a 
discussion about how to best deal with low-income residents and the role of public versus private 
wastewater treatment. 
 
“Reclaiming Water for Future Generations” presentation by Jerry Esposito, President, Tidewater Utilities, 
Inc., Ed Jestice, President, Delaware Farm Bureau, and D.C. Kuhns, Blue Water Development.  Jerry gave 
a presentation about a proposal for land application of Rehoboth Beach’s treated wastewater near 
Angola.  They provided a comparison to the current proposal of ocean outfall.  Jerry discussed both a 
timeline for construction as well as financing for the proposal.  Ed Jestice, Delaware Farm Bureau 
President, offered comments about water re-use, nutrient management, and agriculture, and stated 
that they support this proposal.  Following the presentation, there was discussion about potential 
environmental impacts of introducing additional fresh water into a salt water system as well as other 
potential ecological impacts. 
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Staff Project Updates: 
• Natter Park Environmental Center update by Sally Boswell, Education and Outreach Coordinator. 
• Open Space Management and Stormwater Pond Maintenance Workshops update by E.J. Chalabala, 

Wildlife Manager, and Eric Buehl, Habitat Coordinator. 
• Water Use Plan Implementation Committee and the James Farm Ecological Preserve update by Jim 

Alderman, Restoration Coordinator. 
 
Old Business 
There was no old business brought before the Board. 
 
Open Forum 
Rick Eakle reminded everyone that the next Board meeting will be on Saturday, June 14 at 9:00 a.m. and 
will be followed immediately by the Governor’s Wade-In Event. 
 
Pat Campbell-White asked that the minutes reflect the tremendous effort of Jim Elliott and all his many 
years of hard work in support of the Center for the Inland Bays. 
 
There were no other requests to speak or issues brought before the Board in the open forum. 
 
Adjournment 
At 11:52 a.m., Pat Campbell-White moved to adjourn the meeting.  Bill McGowan seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Carol Bason, Acting Secretary 
CWB/eb 


