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CENTER FOR THE INLAND BAYS 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Delaware Center for the Inland Bays Office 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

 

June 14, 2008 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
Board Members Present Center for the Inland Bays Staff 

Rick Eakle (Chair) Ed Lewandowski, Executive Director 
Pat Campbell-White (Vice-chair) Eric Buehl 
Dr. Bill McGowan (Treasurer) E.J. Chalabala 
Ron Wuslich, (Secretary) Loretta Smith 
Mayor Dell Tush Jenn Jones 
Dr. Sergio Huerta Susan Mitchell (Intern) 
Secretary Michael Scuse Chris Bason 
David Baker  
 Public Audience 
Board Alternates Present Kate Buehl 
Dr. Katherine Bunting-Howarth  Sandy Baker 
 Jim Elliott 

EPA Representatives (Ex-officio)  
None  
 
Summary of Motions 
1. Motion to accept the minutes by B. McGowan; seconded by K. Bunting-Howarth; passed 

unanimously. 
2. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report by R. Wuslich; seconded by D. Baker; passed 

unanimously. 
3. Motion to accept the 2009 budget recommended by B. McGowan, Finance Committee Chair; 

seconded by D. Baker; passed unanimously. 
4. Motion by R. Wuslich to accept the application of Bob Collins to become a member of the 

Citizens' Advisory Committee; seconded by B. McGowan; passed unanimously. 
5. Motion to adjourn the meeting by D. Tush; seconded by M. Scuse; passed unanimously. 
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MINUTES: 
Call to Order/Welcome 
Chairman R. Eakle called the meeting to order at 8:59 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  
Meeting participants were asked to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes 
R. Wuslich gave the Secretary’s Report.  Being no corrections, B. McGowan moved to accept 
the March 2008 Board meeting minutes as presented.  K. Bunting-Howarth seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
B. McGowan provided the Treasurer’s report.  R. Wuslich moved to accept the report; D. Baker 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  B. McGowan, Chair of the Finance 
Committee, moved to adopt the proposed FY2009 Budget.  D. Baker seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Special Recognition 
R. Eakle thanked Jim Elliott (Immediate Past-chair) for his many years of tireless service to the 
Board and the organization.  J. Elliott expressed his satisfaction with the work of the Center and 
stated that the CIB had grown tremendously and had numerous achievements since he joined the 
Board in October,1996.  R. Eakle presented J. Elliott with a card and gift on behalf of the Center 
for the Inland Bays, Inc.  
 
Strategic Planning Retreat 
The agenda was changed to accommodate a presentation by B. McGowan concerning the 
Board’s strategic planning retreat.  Dr. McGowan provided a brief PowerPoint presentation to 
describe the outcomes of the retreat.  A number of tasks were assigned to Board members and an 
implementation schedule was developed.  B. McGowan read a statement approved by the Board, 
which provided clarification and further direction regarding CIB staff roles and responsibilities. 
 
Board Updates  
 
Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC): R. Wuslich moved that the Board accept the application of 
Bob Collins for CAC membership; B. McGowan seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.  R. Wuslich reported that the CAC now has 23 voting members and has been 
achieving meeting quorums consistently. R. Wuslich also reported that the CAC was represented 
and offered comments concerning the County’s update of its Comprehensive Plan at an April 22 
public hearing in Georgetown.  CAC members were also in attendance at a DNREC workshop in 
Rehoboth Beach in mid-May concerning the proposed Inland Bays Pollution Control Strategies.  
Members of the CAC were also in attendance at one of the gubernatorial candidate visits to the 
CIB.  In addition, the CAC was very involved in the planning of and participated in the Native 
Plant Sale. 
 
R. Wuslich mentioned his involvement with the newly constituted Development Committee and 
indicated that the committee was seeking a chairperson.  
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Scientific & Technical Advisory Committee (STAC):  Dr. Sergio Huerta reported that the STAC 
met on June 6th and entertained three presentations, which included a report on the Center’s   

recommendations for an Inland Bays watershed water quality buffer system. A subcommittee of 
the STAC continues to work on updating the environmental indicators for the inland bays.   
 
Department of Agriculture:  Secretary Michael Scuse gave the Department of Agriculture report.  
State agencies have been asked by the budget office to identify potential cuts (8%). M. Scuse 
indicated that he did not think that these cuts would impact services provided by DDA.   
 
Sec. Scuse said he was notified by NRCS that an additional $3.6M would be contributed to the 
agricultural lands preservation program.  Total funds available for Round 14 are now $5.2M.  
Delaware now has the highest percentage of agricultural lands preserved per total farm acreage.   
 
M. Scuse advised that there are two bills being considered by the General Assembly that the 
Delaware Department of Agriculture does not support, including a wastewater bill and an 
agricultural tourism bill.  The U.S. Farm Bill has been passed by Congress with the threat of a 
Presidential veto.  The bill still contains significant funding for conservation programs. 
 
Sec. Scuse commented on the viability of farmers’ markets that have been established in coastal 
resort towns (e.g. Lewes) in Delaware.  During 2007, these markets generated over $0.5 million 
in revenue in only eight weeks.  M. Scuse also mentioned the recent flooding in the Midwest and 
its impact on commodity prices.  The flooding, plus the demand for corn to produce ethanol, is 
driving up commodity prices. 
 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC):  Dr. 
Bunting-Howarth reported that the Inland Bays recently experienced the first major fish kill of 
the summer season.  The Department has been monitoring the water quality in the area of the fish 
kill, including assessments of phytoplankton concentrations.  The fish kill was most likely 
caused by rising water temperatures and low dissolved oxygen concentrations. 
 
In mid-May, DNREC hosted a public information session in Rehoboth Beach concerning the 
proposed Inland Bays Pollution Control Strategies.  The proposed regulations are set to be 
published on 1 JUN to be followed by a public hearing at the CHEERCenter in Georgetown on 
23 JUN.  There has been a “hostile” bill introduced in the General Assembly, which questioned 
the Department’s authority to promulgate a buffer strategy.   
 
The Secretary has proposed a new program called “SuperGreen” that seeks to offer incentives, 
such as fast-track permitting, to encourage “green” development.  An Executive Committee has 
been established that currently contains 10 members, including the Executive Director of the 
CIB.  
 
Sussex County:  D. Baker reported that the Planning & Zoning Commission has requested 
changes to the update of the County’s Comprehensive Plan.   The plan has been revised and 
forwarded to the Office of State Planning Coordination with comments addressing the concerns 
expressed by the State.  It includes a number of incentives to encourage development in 
identified growth areas and also addresses riparian buffers, strategies to promote LEED 
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(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification, and a sub-area planning 
initiative. D. Baker also advised that the County hopes to take action soon on the Source Water 
Protection Ordinance in coordination with the State of Delaware. 
 
D. Baker also commented on the County’s upcoming budget hearing.  The County is also 
considering opportunities to land apply W. Rehoboth’s sewage effluent.  The County recently 
purchased 2,100 acres for $28M that is available for land application.  The City of Rehoboth 
currently serves 38% of the County’s West Rehoboth Sewer District.   
 
Sussex County Association of Towns (SCAT): Mayor D. Tush advised that there has not been a 
meeting of the SCAT steering committee recently.  SCAT has expressed some concerns about 
the State’s budget situation, especially the possibility of changes in the real estate transfer tax 
apportionment.   
 
Sussex Conservation District (SCD):  B. McGowan reported on the Level of Service Study that 
the District completed in collaboration with DNREC.  A recent “invitation only” workshop was 
held in Georgetown to exhibit the results of the study, which included options for funding as well 
as changes in the system for stormwater plan reviews. 
 
Open 
The Chair asked if there was any other business or discussion by the Board.  Dr. McGowan 
announced the Sussex Heart & Soul project and shared information about the web site.  
Numerous photos, comments, and essays have been received to date and will be exhibited during 
a 25 JUN “town hall style” meeting to be held in Georgetown at the University of Delaware 
Research & Education Center. 
 
Questions were also raised about the abundance of blue crabs in the Inland Bays, the public’s 
reaction to the new saltwater fishing license, and the life-cycle of Chaetomorpha. 
 
Adjournment  
D. Tush moved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:51 a.m.  Sec. Scuse seconded the 
motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ron Wuslich, Secretary 
 
RW/eal 


