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CENTER FOR THE INLAND BAYS 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Delaware Center for the Inland Bays Office 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

 

September 19, 2008 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
Board Members Present Center for the Inland Bays Staff 

Rick Eakle (Chair) Ed Lewandowski, Executive Director 
Pat Campbell-White (Vice-chair) Eric Buehl 
Dr. Bill McGowan (Treasurer) E.J. Chalabala 
Ron Wuslich, (Secretary) Loretta Smith 
Mayor Dell Tush Jenn Jones 
Dr. Sergio Huerta Jim Alderman 
David Baker Chris Bason 
Acting Secretary Austin Short Sally Boswell 
Secretary John Hughes  
 Public Audience 
Board Alternates Present Carol Bason Al Allenspach 
none Carl Mantegna Mable Granke 
 Leah Hoenen Steve Callanen 

EPA Representatives (Ex-officio) Matthew Keller Sallie Callanen 
Ed Ambrogio E. Anne Riley Dave Straub 
Tiana Blount Susan McDowell Carol Bason 
 Graham Purchase Tom Bason 
 Martha Keller 
 
Summary of Motions 
1. Motion to accept the minutes by P. Campbell-White; seconded by R. Wuslich; passed 

unanimously. 
2. Motion to open the floor to officer nominations by S. Huerta; seconded by B. McGowan; 

passed unanimously. 
3. Motion to accept the four current officers to continue their term by R. Eakle, seconded by D. 

Baker; passed unanimously. 
4. Motion by R. Wuslich to accept the application of Allen Allenspach to become a member of 

the Citizens' Advisory Committee; seconded by P. Campbell-White; passed unanimously. 
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5. Motion to submit the CAC’s resolution to the Board by R. Wuslich, seconded by D. Tush, 
passed unanimously. 

6. Motion by P. Campbell-White to amend the motion on the floor to hold a CAC meeting on 
Monday at 4pm to discuss the resolution with DNREC and an emergency Board meeting to 
be held on Tuesday at 9am, seconded by D. Baker, passed 7 yes and  2 abstentions (S. Huerta 
and J. Hughes). 

7. Motion to adjourn the meeting by D. Tush; seconded by P. Campbell-White; passed 
unanimously. 

 
MINUTES: 
Call to Order/Welcome 
Chairman R. Eakle called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  
Meeting participants were asked to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes 
R. Wuslich gave the Secretary’s Report.  Being no corrections, P. Campbell-White moved to 
accept the June 2008 Board meeting minutes as presented.  R. Wuslich seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board Nominations /Election 
S. Huerta moved to open the floor for nominations for new candidates for officers. B. McGowan 
seconded the motion. There were no new nominations.  The motion passed unanimously.  R. 
Eakle moved to accept the current officers for a new term, D. Baker seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
B. McGowan provided the Treasurer’s report. B. McGowan, Chair of the Finance Committee, 
moved to accept the FY2009 Budget as amended.  P. Campbell-White seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Committee Reports 
Scientific & Technical Advisory Committee (STAC):  Dr. Sergio Huerta reported that the STAC 
met on June 6th and entertained three presentations, which included a report on the Center’s   

recommendations for an Inland Bays watershed water quality buffer system. A subcommittee of 
the STAC continues to work on updating the environmental indicators for the inland bays.   
 
Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC): R. Wuslich moved that the Board accept the application of 
Allen Allenspach for CAC membership; P. Campbell-White seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.  R. Wuslich also reported that CAC now has 24 voting members and is operating 
at a full compliment.  There is currently a waiting list for new members. R. Wuslich testified on 
behalf of CAC at the June 23 Pollution Control Strategy hearing in Georgetown.  CAC currently 
has two subcommittees- the Education and Outreach committee and the newly formed Public 
Policy committee that met for the first time on 4 SEP. 
 
R. Wuslich reported that the CAC had voted 15-0 to forward a resolution to the Board of 
Directors concerning Secretary’s Order 2008-A-0037.  The resolution was read in its entirety. 
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R. Wuslich moved to submit the resolution to the Board; the motion was seconded by D.Tush. 
 
Comments: 
J. Hughes commented that an appeal by an environmental group such as the Center for the Inland 
Bays is of great importance and is to be taken very seriously.  In the opinion of DNREC, the 
Phase I Landfill does not significantly contribute pollutants to the groundwater table.  Currently, 
there are 21 monitoring wells on-site and there will be 31 in the new disposal site, which far 
exceeds the national standards.  Delaware exceeds both the national standards and the EPA 
standards for groundwater monitoring. This represents the excess concern and caution taken in 
these matters.  J. Hughes stated that this is an industrial facility in the middle of a resort area that 
produces electricity that is needed for high summer demand.  Systems that are currently used to 
contain the coal ash are sediment pools that capture any runoff and return it to the landfill as well 
as wetting techniques, chemical binding and covering when necessary. 
 
J. Hughes mentioned that the Burtons Island project is under review.  This is a proposal to 
stabilize the shoreline in an environmentally sound manner.  One of DNREC’s toughest people 
has been assigned to this project, Greg Decowsky.  The Secretary suggested that a mass 
evacuation of the Phase I Landfill would be a concern because it could lead to more harm than 
good with the transport of the coal ash and the impacts of heavy diesel equipment.  DNREC 
scientists have met with NRG to discuss the overall elimination of coal as a fuel source for that 
power plant.  Sec. Hughes further stated that it would not be good for Delaware to have to use 
Pennsylvania’s utilities for back-up electricity even once wind power was established. 
 
Sec. Hughes stated that he was not sure he would be able to delay the process but wanted to 
make every effort to have DNREC scientists meet with CAC to answer any questions as soon as 
possible. P. Campbell-White moved to amend the motion on the floor to set up a Monday CAC 
meeting followed by an emergency Board meeting on Tuesday; motion was seconded by D. 
Baker.  R. Wuslich expressed concern with rushing this matter.  R. Eakle stated that the 
resolution could still be submitted with amendments so that it would be on the record with 
DNREC.  The motion passed with 7 yes votes and 2 abstentions (S. Huerta and Sec. Hughes).   
 
Board Updates  
Sussex County:  D. Baker reported that County Council voted to renew the James Farm lease for 
a 5 year term for $1.  He stated that they are very happy with the relationship with CIB and that 
CIB is doing an excellent job of managing the property.  Council also approved a $10,000 grant 
for operational expenses for the James Farm.  D. Baker then reported that Council decided in 
June to pursue spray irrigation at the West Rehoboth Sewage Treatment Plant instead of going 
with the ocean outfall.  An RFP was issued and proposals are due by September 24.  Council 
heard a proposal from Artesian, one of the companies that would be responsible for spray 
irrigation.  This is under review.  D. Baker also mentioned that the County is working with E. 
Lewandowski and C. Bason on development of a program that might encourage larger buffers 
around waterways.  The county has learned that a one-size-fits-all approach for buffers is not 
effective.  D. Baker thanked J. Alderman on behalf of the County for his years of service and all 
that he did for the James Farm. 
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Department of Agriculture:  Acting Secretary Austin Short was appointed by the Governor to 
replace Michael Scuse who has been appointed as the Governor’s Chief of Staff.  A. Short was 
with the DE Forest Service for the past 13 years and participated on CAC in the early 90’s. A. 
Short stated that the Dept. of Ag continues to work with Nutrient Management and EPA on 
CAFO regulations and integrating them with the State of Delaware. He also mentioned the 
Forestland Preservation program modeled after the Agriculture Preservation program had a 
budget of 1 million dollars in State money and ½ a million dollars in matching funds from the 
Nature Conservancy.  They are currently finalizing appraisals and hope to have that approved by 
the end of the year.  Currently there are 2400 acres enrolled in conservation, all in Kent and 
Sussex counties. 
 
A. Short announced that the state has appointed a new state veterinarian, Dr. Hirsh from Intervet 
in Millsboro; she will begin on October 14th. P. Campbell-White wanted to let the record reflect 
that the Board thanks Sec. Scuse for his years of service on the CIB Board of Directors. 
 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC):   
The Secretary has proposed a new program called “SuperGreen” that seeks to offer incentives, 
such as fast-track permitting, to encourage “green” development.  Lee Ann Walling, Chief 
Planner, will give a presentation on the Super Green program after the break. 
 
Sussex Conservation District (SCD):  B. McGowan reported on the stormwater needs assessment 
and asked that CAC and CIB read the document once it becomes public.  Stormwater is a very 
big issue in the county and needs to continue to be looked at and tweaked.  B. McGowan also 
reported that cover crops are still the #1 best spent dollar for nitrogen reduction.  B. McGowan 
mentioned that although there is a slowdown in the amount of development happening, there are 
still the same amount of plans being reviewed by the County. 
 
Sussex County Association of Towns (SCAT): Mayor D. Tush advised that there has not been a 
meeting of the SCAT steering committee recently and has no new business to report. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): E. Ambrogio echoed P. Campbell-White’s expressed 
pleasure for the removal of the point source discharge from the Rehoboth WWTP.  E. Ambrogio 
then introduced Tiana Blount and Sue McDowell from EPA Region III, who will both be 
working with him on estuary issues.  Important dates for upcoming events include- International 
Coastal Clean-up taking place this weekend 9/20; Pennsylvania Coast Day - 9/20; Delaware 
Coast Day – 10/5; and Maryland Coast Day. 
 
E. Ambrogio announced that EPA has agreed to fund a wetlands dieback study in the Inland 
Bays through the RARE grants. They are just getting underway.  A large scale sampling project 
was just completed last week; 230 stations were sampled in the Delaware Bay. Environmental 
Protection Agency partnered with the Delaware Estuary Program and UDEL College of Marine 
Studies on this project. E. Ambrogio also commented that being an election year, there will most 
like be a continued resolution on funding levels.  The National office recently gave funding to 6 
NEPs for coastal planning in light of climate change.  Other NEPs not in the pilot will be able to 
go to the website and use a climate ready estuaries tool kit. 
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T. Blount then gave a short report mentioning that she is the state coordinator for non point 
source pollution and stated that because there are 2 NEPs in Delaware, it makes for a good 
opportunity for partnerships.  As the coordinator for the Maryland Coastal Bays, T. Blount was 
the appointee for the Minority Outreach and Involvement Strategy, and worked on the ELITE 
program and Minority Intern Program and Upward Bound Marine and Estuarine Science 
Program. 
 
 
Special Recognition 
R. Eakle thanked Jim Alderman (Restoration Coordinator) for his many years of tireless service 
to the James Farm and the Center for the Inland Bays.  J. Alderman spoke about his time at CIB 
and how his heart is at the James Farm.  After he quit teaching in 1998, he knew he wanted to be 
here and is impressed with the metamorphosis he has seen over the years.  J. Alderman credits 
his many accomplishments to the extensive partnerships created over his 10 years at the CIB.  
This was the best job he’s ever had but he is looking forward to enjoying not working now. 
 
Presentations 
Sally Boswell presented on the upcoming volunteer thank you party on October 23rd. 
 
Lee Ann Walling, Chief Planner for DNREC presented on the proposed criteria for the Super 
Green project, an incentive plan for developers in Delaware. 
 
Open 
The Chair asked if there was any other business or discussion by the Board, there was none. 
 
Adjournment  
D. Tush moved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:51 a.m.  P. Campbell-White seconded 
the motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ron Wuslich,Secretary 
 
JJ/eal 


