
HORSESHOE CRAB TAGGING PROTOCOL

Coordinator:
Sheila Eyler
USFWS - Maryland Fishery Resources Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Dr., Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410-573-4504Fax: 410-263-2608
Email : Sheila_Eyler@fws. gov

Equipment Needed to Tag Horseshoe Crabs:
1. Cordless drill
2. 5132" drill bits
3. Tags with attachment pins (included)
4. Data sheets (included)
5. Metric measurins stick

Tagging Procedure:
Tags will be attached to the left posterior (rear) point of the prosoma (first section of body,

see figure). There is a high concentration of fibrous material within the body in this area, which
minimizes bleeding. Before drilling the attachment hole, clean off any epibionts (barnacles, etc.)
near the attachment site. The tag is attached by drilling a 5132" hole through the left side of the
prosoma near the dorsal edge and then pushing the plastic pin (with tag) into the hole as far as it will
go (it should NOT go all the way through the prosoma and come out the other side). A small
amount of bleeding may be noticed and occasionally eggs will exude from the drilled hole. Attach
only one tag per animal. If the animal is damaged near the attachment area, attach the tag to the
opposite side, or do not tag animal.

On the data sheets record the name of the tagger and organization affiliation. Other data that
needs to be collected for each animal includes the tag number, sex, prosomal width (PW) in
millimeters (widest point of the crab), the date tagged, beach name, waterbody name, and state. Pre-
printed datasheets have been included in your package. The datasheets are printed on water-
resistant paper, so please use a pencil when filling out datasheets.

Tag Returns and Rewards:
Tag return information will be taken by the USFWS - Maryland Fishery Resources Office

via the toll-free number printed on each tag. For anyone who returns tagged crab information, a
certificate of release, a letter about the program, a pewter horseshoe crab pin, and fact sheets of
shorebirds and horseshoe crabs will be sent out. If you encounter previously tagged animals in your
study, you can either send that information in with your tagging data or report the information via
the toll-free phone number on the tag.

Submitting Data Sheets:
Please return completed data sheets (please retain a photocopy to assure data is not lost) to

Sheila Eyler at the above listed address. Data sheets should be sent in periodically to assure that
release information is available when crabs are resighted. If you would prefer, you may send the
data electronically in an MS Excel or text format to Sheila Eyler@fws.gov.

Thank your for participation!



HORSESHOE CRAB TAG PLACEMENT

Note: the tag may protrude above the dorsal edge of prosoma a bit. Position the tag so that it
will not extend beyond ventral edge of prosoma

5132" hole drilled in posterior point of prosoma
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