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A quick history of the 
Bethany Beach Nature Center

Over a decade ago, residents of Bethany Beach 
embarked on a plan to preserve the largest 
parcel of undeveloped land within the town. 

The property was primarily wetlands, with three 
acres of partially-forested uplands.



The goal was to 
protect this unique 26-
acre parcel for habitat 
conservation, 
environmental 
education and passive 
recreation. 

• 3 acres of forested 
uplands

• 9 acres of freshwater 
wetlands

• 14 acres of tidal 
wetlands

• Shoreline frontage on 
the Bethany Loop Canal



It was purchased from the heirs of Annie K. 
Natter in March 2001 through a public/private 
partnership:

The $755,000 acquisition was negotiated by the Trust for Public 
Land, with funding made possible by the state Division of Parks 
and Recreation, a National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Town of Bethany 
Beach. 

The Division contributed a $150,000 local grant from its Land and 
Water Conservation Trust Fund and worked with TPL to secure the 
$500,000 coastal wetlands conservation grant. Bethany Beach 
contributed $105,000.



Bethany Beach Nature Center 

The beginning of our partnership…

In 2006, the town of 
Bethany Beach was 
awarded a $5,000 grant 
from CIB to create the 
Natter Park Native Plant 
Demonstration Garden

































A Delicate Strand…Our Inland Bays



Children’s 
programs

Saturday 
mornings 
10:30-noon







Bethany Beach Nature Center 

A good outreach location for the CIB in a rapidly developing area of our watershed

The Bethany Beach 
Nature Center trail is 
open daily from dawn 
until dusk. For winter 
hours, call the BBNC at 
537-7680.

The Bethany Beach 
Nature Center, located at 
807 Garfield Parkway (Rt. 
26) about a mile west of 
Route 1 on the right just 
past Grotto’s Pizza. 


