HARD CLAM (Mercenaria
mercenaria) POPULATION DENSITY
AND DISTRIBUTION IN
REHOBOTH AND INDIAN RIVER
BAYS, DELAWARE
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Identify areas of high clam densities to focus efforts of
reclassification of growing areas if possible

Look for changes in clam densities and distributions
from previous surveys

Collect the necessary data for any potential
aquaculture efforts



NATIONAL SHELLFISH SANITATION
PROGRAM (NSSP) AND IMPACTS ON
SHELLFISH HARVEST

Unfunded Federal mandate which strictly controls the
harvest of brvalve molluscan shellfish( clams, oysters,
mussels, etc.) through State Shellfish Programs

State Shellfish Programs establish harvest areas
following strict regulations

State Shellfish Programs are audited by U.S. Food and
Drug Administration annually



HARD CLAM SURVEY HISTORY

1968 Grab Survey
1976 Venturi Suction Dredgé

2011 Duplicated Sample technique of 1976 survey



Venturi Suction Dredge Sampling

Method
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of 12 inches

Assume 100% efficiency based on preampling tests
Collects clams that are less than 1 centimeter in length
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Figure 1. Rehoboth Bay site specific c

classifications



Figure 2. Indian River Bay site specific clam densities and harvest
classifications
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